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CHRIS KYLE MEDAL OF HONOR
ACT

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I introduced a bill that would au-
thorize and request the President to
award our Nation’s highest military
honor to a Texan who served this Na-
tion with distinction and bravery.

Chris Kyle, a Navy SEAL, protected
countless American troops as they
went into battle. Chris Kyle volun-
tarily put his life on the line when he
completed his first tour in Iraq, and
when he returned not once, but three
more times.

Make no mistake, the Medal of Honor
will not bring back a husband, father,
son, and a model Texan. But the Medal
of Honor will show Chris Kyle’s family
our gratitude for his relentless devo-
tion to our country.

Mr. Speaker, since its inception, the
Medal of Honor has been awarded 3,507
times. I challenge someone to tell me
Chris Kyle didn’t show the bravery
that is a prerequisite for this high
honor. I challenge anyone to tell me
that his courageous acts are
undeserving of this recognition.

Chris Kyle is someone who we should
strive to be. He is a true American pa-
triot whose acts of valor must be per-
manently etched in our Nation’s his-
tory.

In God we trust.

CENTRAL KITSAP IMPACT AID

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the importance of
impact aid, which helps more than 1,300
school districts in our country make
up for lost revenue due to the impact of
Federal activity and Federal lands that
reduce the available tax base.

Among the most heavily impacted
districts in the country, the Central
Kitsap School District is home to
many students whose parents work at
naval facilities. For too long, this
school district has not received the
heavy impact aid funding that it has
historically relied on to support these
military-connected kids.

I would like to thank the Education
and the Workforce Committee Ranking
Member Mr. ScorT for working with
me to include a provision in an amend-
ment that we will soon consider to help
school districts like Central Kitsap get
the impact aid funding they rely on.

I look forward to working with the
committee and our colleagues in the
Senate to include this provision in any
final legislation that reauthorizes the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act.

Mr. Speaker, this is important to
kids.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

HONORING ALLEN HARRINGTON

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to talk about an Amer-
ican hero.

Allen Harrington of Anderson, Indi-
ana, was one of the Nation’s first Afri-
can American Marines. He and his fel-
low Montford Point Marines broke the
U.S. Marine Corps color barrier during
World War II. Mr. Harrington specifi-
cally worked in an ammunitions fac-
tory and aided efforts to rescue pris-
oners of war being held by the Japa-
nese.

How many Americans can say they
broke racial barriers while serving our
country when the future of the free
world was on the line? Allen Har-
rington could.

Unfortunately, he passed away in
2002, 9 years before legislation was
passed awarding living members of the
Montford Point Marines the Congres-
sional Gold Medal.

This weekend, residents of Anderson
and his family will gather at city hall
to pay tribute to his tremendous leg-
acy. I look forward to presenting his
daughter, Darlene, a special certificate
and letter from the President and a
replica Montford Point Marine medal.

I am proud to know this American
hero hails from Indiana’s Fifth Dis-
trict. I am even more proud his re-
markable life will finally receive the
recognition it deserves.

————
DHS SHUTDOWN

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
once again, the Republicans have
brought us to the brink of a govern-
ment shutdown, this time, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

For weeks, the Department specifi-
cally designed to keep America and
Americans safe has been forced to
spend time and resources making plans
to lay off 30,000 workers and stop pay-
checks for hundreds of thousands of
critical workers like the Coast Guard
and Border Patrol agents and TSA at
the airports.

Why are they on this dangerous mis-
sion? So they can continue their futile
and cruel war against immigrant chil-
dren and families.

Now I hear they will try to put the
Department of Homeland Security
back in limbo for another 3 weeks
while they figure out some other mis-
chief. This is reckless. This is irrespon-
sible and dangerous.

Shame on the Republicans for doing
this. Stop it. Just pass a clean bill for
a continuous funding of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

———
RARE DISEASE DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is Rare Disease
Day, and I stand to help raise aware-
ness for more than 7,000 different types
of different rare diseases and disorders
that affect more than 300 million peo-
ple nationwide.

Today, the National Institutes of
Health is celebrating its eighth annual
Rare Disease Day, and I applaud their
efforts to bring awareness to this very
important issue.

Mr. Speaker, in the United States, a
condition is considered rare if it affects
fewer than 200,000 people combined in a
particular group. In the U.S. today,
there are approximately 30 million peo-
ple living with rare disease, many of
whom are inflicted with diseases whose
symptoms are so complex that they
simply remain undiagnosed. It is esti-
mated that 80 percent of rare diseases
are genetic in origin, and about half of
all rare diseases affect children.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues
to join me not just today but every day
in helping to raise awareness on this
very important issue that affects so
many people in this Nation and around
the world.

———

DHS SHUTDOWN

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge House Republican leader-
ship to put a clean bill to fund the De-
partment of Homeland Security on the
floor for a vote.

It is our job to lead this great Na-
tion, and America deserves better than
political gamesmanship. The threats
facing our country are real. The De-
partment of Homeland Security is on
the front lines making sure our com-
munities are safe. They secure our
boarders and ports and ensure airports
are safe for millions of travelers.

If Congress fails to fund DHS, 169,000
Border Patrol agents, Customs and
Border Protection officers, TSA avia-
tion and security screeners, and Active
Duty Coast Guard military will report
to work but will not receive a pay-
check. And that is just wrong.

I joined several of my colleagues this
week to introduce legislation to with-
hold congressional pay if Homeland Se-
curity is shut down. It is simple: if the
hardworking men and women in the
Department of Homeland Security will
continue to go to work but not receive
a paycheck, Members of Congress who
have failed to do their job should not
receive a paycheck either.

Let’s do the right thing. Cleanly fund
our Homeland Security and quit polit-
ical gamesmanship.

RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS BENNETT

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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